



ROOKLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD WEDNESDAY, 1st APRIL 2026
At 7.30 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, HIGHWOOD LANE, ROOKLEY,
ISLE OF WIGHT PO38 3NN

PRESENT:	Chair:  Cllr C Willis
			Cllrs:  E Wills, R Jones
			Parish Clerk: S Woods

Ian Leah, RVA for most of the meeting.
			John Cattle, WightTrash for part of the meeting
			Cllr C Gladwin for part of the meeting
			   
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 


405/26-27  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllrs I RigaudBarrett, C Hollingshead


406/26-27  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION:
1. To receive any pecuniary or non-pecuniary interests:  Cllr Willis declared an interest in Rookley Village Hall/Association, as he is a Trustee. 
2. To receive and consider any written requests for dispensation: none received.


407/26-27  i) JOHN CATTLE OF WIGHTTRASH ATTENDING TO DISCUSS 
          PROPOSALS TO REPAIR AND UPGRADE THE SKATE PARK.
John took Cllrs on site and outlined his plans and proposals to repair and upgrade the Skate Park.  

Plans involve removing the metal ramps and replacing with concrete, adding new concrete ramps, installing kerb stones and a platform, repairing the brick ramp and filling cracks and works as outlined in the RoSPA inspection.
 
It was noted John had in the past used £500 of his own money purchasing a second hand skatepark from the mainland and having it delivered to site. He subsequently obtained free materials and labour to install 2 new concrete slabs. He had also run free skateboard lessons at the park for the last maybe 10 years, giving kids and adults a safe experience at the park.

It was felt donations towards the works could be asked for. Those carrying out the work would be local, so no accommodation charges would be incurred.  Works could be carried out in one or two stages, or all together. It would much improve the flow and speed of the site, for beginngers and the more experienced, which was a nice safe place as well as being well used. 

It was agreed John would put together prices for both Stages 1 and 2 and for both together, next week. Once know costs, PC would look at donations. 

Mention made of the PC putting together a Spring Newsletter to include this.

Ian Leah agreed to talk to other RVA members outside of this meeting. 


      ii) TO DECIDE WHETHER TO AGREE TO THE PROPOSALS TO REPAIR
           AND UPGRADE THE SKATE PARK.   

Cllr RigaudBarrett had left the comment, before he went away, that he would be inclined to support the proposal as it covers the repairs the PC must do anyway. Might check if any other parties might contribute.

It was agreed to await the prices from John Cattle before making a final decision and item go on future agenda. 

The Chairman thanked John Cattle for attending, and he left the meeting.

408/26-27  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: 
Resolved the Minutes of the last meeting held 4th March 2026 be approved and signed.

409/26-27 TO RECEIVE REPORTS/INFORMATION FROM:
1. The Clerk: the Clerk’s report was noted, and will be attached to the Minutes, for information.
Pavement adjacent to the Village Green – Island Roads emailed to report District Steward had attended site and there were no safety concerns at the time of this inspection, it will continue to be monitored.

2. The Chairman: 
Email – resident asked for:
1. an update of the book box – he knows someone in the village who could make something and he would be pleased if the PC progressed this.
The Chairman said that the old red phones are ideal for that, and the Clerk mentioned the fact you can purchase old red phone boxes and Cllrs felt this would look great on the Village Green and could be looked into at budget time.
2. Mentioned the junction outside his house was dangerous, the Chairman said traffic cameras have been frequently visiting the village. Problem with drivers giving way to pedestrians, which the Highway Code states they should do. This at the junction with Niton Road and Main Road where there is a dropped kerb.  Cllrs commented drivers do not stop but there are no markings on the road to say they should.  A difficult place to cross. 
Chairman happy to take these comments back.
3. The new footpath – four lampposts have been installed and resident asked if this complied with the dark skies.  Cllr wondered if it was a requirement to comply and discussed fact they may have had to have been installed due to the footpath.
4. Bridlepath down to Blackwater, which was to be surveyed by Cyclewight.  Nothing heard back recently from Cyclewight.  Noted estimates for the survey were a lot higher than they had initially thought. 

Highwood Grove Footway – He mentioned an event being held on 3rd May and said it would be good if the traffic lights were removed before then. Noted the works in the trench had been finished but had to be re-dug due to a mistake.  Discussion on works and completion, possibly by 24th April. 


3. Parish Councillors:
Cllr Wills:  
IWALC Zoom meeting – she could hear the County Officer and two others but could not hear much else, possibly due to her signal. Noted the Minutes would be received in due course.

4. Ward Councillor:  reported on the Road Safety Campaign she had been doing. Got on to the Council, trying to get a speed reduction on the road from Godshill to Whitwell down from 60 to 40 mph (where there had been a fatally).  Trying to be in a position where issues are raised by residents and Cllrs that they are actually investigated and taken seriously.  Discussion on response times and whether they have to investigate.  Noted they do a review every November.  Cllr Gladwin has requested a copy of the report. Mentioned another accident at Merstone and also speeding. 
Hospice – she had chased R Quigley MPs assistant to ask the latest situation on the funding but not had any response.  Funding supposed to run out today. She continues to push.  Chairman said they were grateful to her.
Highwood Grove s106 monies – she agreed to chase and said this money should be ringfenced.
The Chairman thanked Cllr Gladwin and she left the meeting.

410/26-27 FINANCES:
1. To approve payments and note receipts – circulated to Cllrs. Resolved these be paid.
61	Lloyds Bank 		Monthly Service Charge			   		4.25
62	Sally Woods 		March  Salary (£483.11) + Ink £39.89		         523.00
63	HMRC			3 mths Tax and NI to 5.4.26.		            	         465.41
64	Eddie Read		1.5 cuts to The Green		                                             142.50         
					TOTAL			               £ 1,135.16
        
2. To note the bank reconciliation to the end of March 2026.
Current Account £2,207.89
Deposit Account  £1,176.20     Total £3,384.09

411/26-27 PLANNING:
1. Updates:  IWC Approval for application 26/00019/TW Rookley Country Park, Main Road, Rookley: Proposed tree works.

2. To agree comments on applications (for each application 5 minutes are allowed for applicant/objector etc. to comment): 
Although it says no planning applications to comment on, on the agenda, an application had come in this week for Pidford Manor, Main Road, Rookley, for proposed ground mounted solar array Re:  25/01801/FUL.  This arrived too late to go on the agenda.
Cllrs agreed they did not wish to call a separate Planning meeting for this application and for the Clerk to ask Cllr RigaudBarrett and Cllr Hollingshead if they had any objections or comments. If not, the Clerk to put ‘no objection’ on the Planning Portal.				Action:  Clerk

It was noted the application for Cridmore Farm for a dog exercise facility had gone in, but the PC did not need to comment as out of the Parish. PC were quite happy previously when the applicants approached them on their proposals for this.

412/26-27  WEBSITE – UPDATE:
Emails – new .gov.uk email addresses have been set up. Cllrs will be receiving their passwords soon, to use via Stackmail/Webmail.  The Chairman authorised the spending of £40 for the folders and emails from the existing email address to be imported to the new.

The Clerk and Chairman have been testing the Contact Us link via the new website link and a bit of tweaking is being done.

Website – The link to new website had been sent to Chairman and Clerk who have both raised a few questions and issues, including the Chairman commenting he wanted it speeded up.  As soon as issues have been ironed out the website will go live and link circulated to Cllrs.  Clerk has added news, April agenda and Cllr to it already.  Looks good. 

Once we know everything up and running okay, the PC section will be switched off the RVA website, but the old documents will be left on in case they are ever needed. 

Thanks were given to the Clerk for all her work on the website. 

413/26-27  TO DISCUSS/AGREE THE PLAY AREA AGREEMENT BETWEEN ROOKLEY PARISH COUNCIL AND ROOKLEY VILLAGE ASSOCIATION:
Clerk had emailed RVA Chairman with the changes in the agreement that the PC proposed (as noted in March Minutes).  

Cllr RigaudBarrett is unable to be present at this meeting but asked that an email he forwarded to Cllrs be taken into consideration.  He had asked if any Cllrs had any questions on his email to contact him. 

Email from RVA Chairman with amended Agreement and Schedule of Maintenance – forwarded to Cllrs for comment.  Clerk had thanked him for this and said she would feedback Cllrs comments and asked if the 90 day notice period the PC had asked for was doable.  Mr Leah, as RVA representative present at the meeting confirmed that he felt the RVA would be happy with the 90 day notice period.  The RVA had a meeting this Friday and he hoped the agreement could be confirmed then and the skate park discussed.
Mr Leah left the meeting.

414/26-27  TO AGREE AND ADOPT ROOKLEY PARISH COUNCIL PRIVACY NOTE:
Clerk had established during her recent training, that the new PC website should have one of these. Obtained template from the IWALC County Officer and circulated amended copy to Cllrs.
Cllrs resolved this be adopted.
Clerk will arrange for this to go on the new PC website.				Action:  Clerk


415/26-27 TO REVIEW AND AGREE ROOKLEY PARISH COUNCIL ASSET REGISTER:
Clerk had added the new laptop.  Cllrs reviewed and resolved to approve the Asset Register.

416/26-27  DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday 6th May 2026 at 7.30 pm.  
This will also form the Annual and Annual Parish Meeting.
Cllr Jones gave his apologies for this meeting.

Future Agenda items:  
To adopt a Data Protection Policy
Local List (of s106 items).
Village Green Policy.
Document Retention Policy.

The meeting closed at 8.55 pm.






APRIL CLERKS REPORT
Village Green Application – Clerk asked to send an email confirming she had the PCs authority to submit the application.
Skate Park Repairs/Upgrade – Had discussions with John Cattle of WightTrash, who later circulated an email to Cllrs giving more information on the plans to repair and upgrade the Skate Park.  Invited to the April meeting by the Clerk. Also invited Chairman of RVA to attend.  He had a prior engagement but will ask another RVA member to attend and will confirm.
RoSPA Inspection – received an email confirmation that the annual inspection will take place during May 2026.
Play Area Agreement – typed up amendments for draft Agreement and circulated to Cllrs prior to sending to RVA.  Spoke to Chairman, as Cllrs had agreed the changes and sent these to Chairman of RVA for his thoughts, prior to the agreement being finalised.
PC IT Policy and Website Accessibility Statement – made amendments to Accessibility Statement and arranged for these to go on the new PC website.
2026 Meetings Dates – circulated and arranged to go on new PC website.
Pavement, Niton Road:  Contacted Island Roads and asked for the pavement, adjacent to the Village Green, to be re-tarmacked, rather than just the holes being filled. Received acknowledgement stating District Steward to action accordingly.
Highwood Grove s106 Monies:  After receiving no reply to email sent 11th  February 2026 asking the Legal Department to investigate whether the £13,000 has been received, emailed again 17th March 2026 to ask again.
VAT Reclaim – after many problems with the Government Gateway (they had tightened up security and still had PC down with M Taplin as Clerk, even though new Clerk had previously made claims!) submitted a claim for £234.49 – now received.
New Website – agenda item.
AGAR – End of year accounts, received the Annual Governance Review request for the Accounts.  Quite a bit of work to do on this, as well as liaising with the Internal Auditor, who was surprised at what we had achieved over the last year.
Junction of Highwood Lane and Blackwater Hollow – request submitted to Island Roads for pathway to be extended.  Island Roads came back to say request passed to IWC to assess.




